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What You Will Learn Today 

➢Why it matters: the risks of not having a Power of Attorney

➢What a Power of Attorney can (and can’t) do 

➢Not just anyone: who to choose and why it matters

➢What happens if there isn’t one — and what you can do



Poll



If I do a POA now, I’ll be locked out of my accounts
------------------------------------------------

False
-----------------------------------------------

A POA , once registered can only be used with your permission. If you are 
worried the person you are thinking of appointing will use it without your 

permission, you may need to rethink if they are the best person to have as an 
attorney 

If I am married, I do not need a POA, my spouse automatically has legal rights 
as my next of kin

------------------------------------------------
False

-----------------------------------------------
A next of kin has no legal rights to your finances, even if you are married

A POA can only be used when you have lost mental capacity
------------------------------------------------

False
-----------------------------------------------

A POA can be used at any time providing the donor gives permission for 
its use and providing the POA was registered to allow for use at any 

time
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Who Speaks For You If You Can’t?
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No access to any 
financial accounts

Apply for Court of ProtectionLoss of mental 
capacity verified

4-6 month wait time

Court will decide who to appoint and 
terms of appointment 

Emotional stress 
Financial harm 



Who Speaks For You If You Can’t?

1.33 Million LPOAs

8,700 Applications for COP 22,000+ Orders for COP 21% increase Jul - Sep



Taking Control of What Comes Next…





Not Just Anyone Will Do





What If There Isn’t One?

Document Everything 



A Power of Attorney helps your voice guide 
important decisions, even in silence. 
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